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The Influence of Chinese Qixi Festival (Tanabata Festival)
in Japan
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Abstract
The original myth and legend of Qixi Festivfal ( Tanabata Festival ) was developed into many
ways, such as traditional events, routines, stories and poems. After imported into Japan, the

original myth had a unique deployment.This thesis is mainly an overview about the deployment of

traditional Tanabata Festival events in Japan.

In China, the names Qianniu ( Hikoboshi ) & Zhinv ( Orihime ) was already appeared in Zhou

Period, and the Qixi Banquet Stories was considered to be completed in Han Period, and had named
as Qigiaodian ( Kikouden ). Additionally the Kikouden event was developed into the motif of
poems, and also was merged with traditional Japanese Tanabata ballads before wildly spread.After,

the Kikouden event was preformed by the royal court and the Samurai families. The nowadays

Tanabata customs in Japan was started from the late Edo Period.
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