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drafting Strategies to the Northwest in the Northern Song Dynasty
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Abstract

The Northern Song Dynasty had battled with Liao and the Western Xia regime for a long term
until the Northen Song had to solve this difficult hostility between the North and the North West
in order to concentrate resisting Liao. The Northern Song had been sending diplomatic envoys to
Ganzhou Huihu, Xizhou Huihu, Yutian as well as Kursi so as to understand the development of the
Western Region counties to attempt forming an alliance with them. Therefore, it could impeded
the Western Xia regime and completely eliminated his political power. The Northern Song could
understand the Western Xia regime from three aspects: First, the Western Regime countries
dispatched their envoys who explained about tributes in trade. Second, the North Song detached
their envoys to the Western Regime countries in order to obtain more related message. Last, when
monks spread Buddhism, they also brought the messages about the Western regime. As a result,
the Song Dynasty acquired the messages and the map of the Western regime countries, these
assisted the Song to draw up the strategies to the Western Xia regime. After Li Yuan Hao invaded
all out the Western regim , the Song Dynasty;therefore, started to actively coped with the Western
Xia issue. "Play off One Power against Another" was the Song's basic strategy concept and it could
be two parts in the discussion: Song combined ethnic groups between the Song and the Western
Xia regime into one military and defense system. On the other hand, the Song united Huihe and
Tatar together to assailed the Western Xia regime. These flexible strategies had continuously
implemented until Zhe Zong's period. Zhe Zong changed the ways to active attacks. The Song
jointed the Western regions to go on punitive expedition to the Western Xia regime so that the
Song could completely eliminate through the Western Xia regime.
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