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Toward Cross-Regional Governance of Forest Resources
by Laos and Neighboring Countries
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(Abstract)

Forest resources in Laos are increasingly exported into neighboring countries by illegal trading. Because
neighboring countries, especially China and Vietnam, adopt strict forestry policies, companies located in those
countries extract natural resources in Laos and then export them. This paper questions if this trade has an adverse
effect on regional or global environmental condition. Previous research has not tackled cross-border trade and
the relationship between Lao policies and those of other countries. This paper analyzes this problem based on
approaches discussed in the field of economics. First, this research will explain the policies to protect and
preserve in Laos and the surrounding countries, especially China and Vietnam, the regulation upon entry and
the agreement between Laos and those countries. Second, we will focus on changes in the trading of natural
resources between Laos and those countries and monitor the current situation on illegal exports. Finally, this
study concludes that we need to evaluate the effectiveness of environmental policies not only in one country,
but also on a regional or global scale. We will discuss the plan for inter-regional cooperation for the protection
and preservation of forest resources.
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