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Proving History with Pictures: Viewing the Ride Class and Ritual System of the
Imperial Carriage from Images in the Tang Dynasty
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(Abstract)

Images are important historical documents. This article attempts to provide a new research path through the
comparison between image documents and text documents.Escort Carriage (lubu) has the image of ritual, and
the Imperial Carriage is undoubtedly an important part of the Escort Carriage ( lubu) system.From the
perspective of Escort Carriage (lubu) marching team in space, imperial carriage is the visual focus of the
emperor inspection tour formation. The type and level of Imperial Carriage is also one of the perspectives for
investigating the Escort Carriage ( lubu) system.

From the existing images, we can see that the imperial carriage of the inspection tour in the Tang dynasty
during his fortune had three different levels of form: chariot (lu), emperor's carriage (nian) and palanquin
(Y0).First of all, from the appearance point of view, it can be divided into two types: wheeled chariot (lu) and
wheelless emperor's carriage (nian) or palanquin (YU) . The first class is chariot (lu), the highest level wheeled
vehicle in the emperor's car. The second class is emperor's carriage (nian), a wheelless vehicle with a car house,
usually carried to the shoulder by humans. The third class is palanquin (YU), a wheelless vehicle without a car
house.The second is the difference between human and animal power. Chariot (lu) have wheels, and horses pull
carts. The Imperial Carriage of the emperor's inspection tour is the highest level; Emperor's carriage (nian) or
palanquin (Y0) has no wheels and are carried by humans. The level of imperial driving is lower than that of
chariot (lu).The third is the difference in level. Regarding the ritual system, the emperor used three types of
vehicles, such as chariot (lu), emperor's carriage (nian) and palanquin (YU), in different occasions such as
palaces, palaces, and inspection tour, with strict ritual rules in the Tang Dynasty.
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