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(Abstract)

A study was conducted on the food and beverage trade in East Asia in the late 1930s, based on data from the publication, “Annual

Return of the Trade of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere”. The study focused on trade patterns not just between two countries

is limited, this trade statistics was found to be useful in learning about mutual trade patterns in those days.

Although reference material from the 1930’s

Analyzing the major food and beverage trade volume and trade value of Thailand, the Republic of China, Philippines, East Indies,

French Indochina, Burma, Mainland Japan, Taiwan, Korea and Manchukuo respectively, the following findings were obtained.

1. Trade of sugar, tobacco, liquor and animal products between East Asian countries and the United States and European countries was

significant.
2. Trade of fruits, vegetables and marine products was dominant among East Asian countries.

3. Many items were traded within the territory of the Empire of Japan including its colonies.

Keywords: “Annual Return of the Trade of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere”, East Asia, the late
1930’s, food and beverage trade
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